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TO COilllLSl ONDrNTS.

WV r:t;n..t i,. ti--

timi. I ii a:; .:- w wniii'' ntiinw
aul a ' !m not .iil li iiii.pii, Nut m a
iru jr:i;it-i- ' !. I I. nth. An I i M sioiiJ lit
tliMii win.' uj'.-i- o:c mU- !' Hi' n- lu ct only

wiiio i lowing rigui into my teetn, strug-gli- -l

on.
it waaa j 'urney! I thin!; I must haveboen

t hn quirter of an Lour going about a
quarter of a mil . I wa just l'giuning to
ili- pair, when I saw a welcome gleam ot

lignt. I st er d toward it, fondly hoping
tlmt my trout. 1 s were at an end. I foun 1

t ho light, st ! through the window-

-shutters of what Hoomoil, ho far as I
could m ike out in tho darknes-i- to be a small
farm-hous- e. Tying to a gate tho knotted
ruin by which I hud locu leading the horse,
I staggered up to tho door and knocked
loudly. Upon my honor, until I leaned.

Against that door-po- st 1 Lad no idea how
tired I was until that moment I never d

that tho finding of sp-ed- shelter
meant nlsolutey saving my life. Covercl
from h'ad to foot with snow, my hat crushed
in, I tuu.t Lavo Loon a yitiatdo ol j et.

First Arrival of New Fall
Goods.

New Dress Goods,
New Velvets and Plushes,

New Blaok Beaded Setts,
a ii New Colored Trimmings, Braids, Novelties

not to be found anywhere else.
Prices lower tnan any firm in Alma Thinks of selling at. Wo will

lie opening new jooils tlaily for the lu-x- t lo lay. Kvorylnnly is invitel
to visit our store whether they wish to jnirehtiso or not. N trouble to
show gooils,

RONK & BAUGIIMAN,
Makers of Low Prices, Alma, Michigan.

FIRE!

Your old worn-ou- t lands and slmcs and t a nice now pair cheap at

man ' i no efiete nunc. ' t ontlor pielict a
chang" of weathor. He wa l iglit. Beforo
1 had driven two miles light snow liegaa to
fall, and by tlio time I reachml a w n-- h d
litt'o waysido inn, al out a m li from tho
Mere, a film of whito covered tlu whole
country. 1 stabll my horso as well Ui J

tviuld, th'ii, taking my bkato with ia,,
walked down to tho pi. id.

Now, whether i hal mitaken tho day, or
w ht ther tho threatening fall of snow had
mtuln certain soplo change their minis, I
don't know; but, to my annoyance and vex-

ation, no skater were to lo so'ii, and, iiinn
over, the uneut, whito turfaeo told mo that
nono Lad Uv'ii on tho nd thai morning.
Still. biin.r thov muht com in soiu of h
weaifier puv v.i my .kwi nui went ouv
kiilr-- o iging and grapo-vinin- g all ove r tha
place. But as there was no jcrsou in par.
titular in fact, no ono at all to note m
powers, I soon got tirud. It wns, iudee.1,
drear3', dreary work. But I wairel and
lujd until tho snow ramo down so fast aul
furiously that I felt suro that Waiting was
in vain, an 1 that I had driveo to LJymor
for nothing.

Ba-- k I went to taj llttl ina, utsrly
with tuingi in g 'iieral, an 1 feeling

that to break sonn one's h a 1 would b u
relief to mo in my preient state o! mind. Of
Course, a sensible man would at onco hava
got his horse bet ween tho shafts and driven
homo. But, whatever I may In now, in
those days I was not a man Brand
will, I know, cordially indorse this remark
the accommolatious of tho inn was not such
as to indue ono to linger within it pre-
cincts; but tho tiro w as a right go'vl one, arid
a drink, which I skillfully manufactun-- out
of some hot bcr, not to ho desoisod, and
proved warming to tho body and (nothing to
thoruillsl tenijr. Sol lingered over tho
big fire until I liegan to feel hungrj', and
uxm tho landlady assuring mo that iho
roult? rook a raher, decidel it would b
wi.er to stay whiro I was until tho vio-

lence of tho snow-stor- was over; for com-

ing down it w a? now, an I no mistake!
And it kept on coming down. About

half-pas- t thre", when I sorrowfully dvidod
I was bound to make a move, it was snow-

ing faster than ever. I harnesso 1 my horso,
and laughing at tho oil woman's dismal
prophecy that I should never get to Mid-comb- o

m such weath-r- , gath-'iv- l up tho
reins and aw ay 1 went along th whito road.

I thought I kuow tho way wa ll enough. In
fact, I had always prided niys df ujiou re-

membering any mid onco driven over by
me; but des-- nn ono w ho has not tried it
really know how a heavy fa'l of snow
changes the aspect of tho country, uud
makes landmarks snare and dclu: j.;-- ! I
lvarni.il all about it then, one? an 1 for all. I
foau 1, a 1 that th snow lay mu'-- d ( p r
tLan I thought could possibly bo ia si short
a time, and it still Ml in a manner alino t
blinding. Yet I went on bravely an 1 nnrrily
for soaio mdjs. TLea caiuo a Lit of unei.r-tair.- tj'

AVhich of tho-- o two roah was the right
one? This one, of course no, tho other.
Thf-r- was no h juso near; no ono was likely
to bo parsing in such weather, so I was 1 ft
to exercise my frc. uubias'l ch'iee, a
jrivileg- I would willingly hao disiMusl
with. However, I ma 1" tho 1 t soh'ction I
could, and followed it for son- twomih's.
Then I legan to grow d e.i!,t.'i an 1 soon
p"rsuading myself that 1 wai on tho wroa
track, retraei my sups. I was by this tun?
nornething hko a hug" whit- - jila-t- i

figure, and tho snow w hich had a cumulated
on tho old dog-ca- rt mado it run Lc ive r by
half a ton, more or less. By thetiun I camo
to that unlucky junction of roads at w hich
my misfortune b gan. it wa a'.uiosi dark;
the sky as black a a tarj aulin. y-- pending
down the whito feathery flakes thicker ani
fa.-ti- than ever. I felt inclicvl to curse my
folly in attempting such a drive, at any rate
I I lam d mvM If lor not h.'.ving start d two
or three hour earlier. I'll warrant that
Fteady-g- i ing o' 1 Brand never had to accu.se
himself of .sue!; fo dihness as mine.

Well, I took the other road; went on smu
way; cam" to a turning which I seeui" 1 to
renicrr.lier, an i, not without misgivings,
fcllowol it. My misgivings inereasol when,
after a littlo while, I found tho road grow
full of ruts, which tho snow and darkness
quite coii'-cale- from me until tho wheels
got into them. Eviduitly I wai wron
Again. I was Just thinking of making tha
bent of my way out of this rough and un-

frequented road, when there, I don't know
Low it hapjK'ncd, bucli thius s M ni cour
to me a stumble, a fall on tin part of rny
tirel horso sorit ru" flying ever th da

with the only consoling thought
that thi runs wt-r- still in my hand.

Luckily tho snow had mado the faULng

nritj iwiif. i if picKCl lUJSHll Up nun
set about ttima'ing damages. With
ditliculty 1 got tho hors.' cut of tho harn---

an 1 then felt free to insp-'.-- t tho dog-car- t.

AlusJ aft-- tho mann--r of th- - two-wh-e- l

kin 1, whenever a horso think lit to fad,
ono shaft lial snappe 1 o.T liko a carrot; so
h'-r- was I. five lanes apparently from any-
where, in tho thick of a blinding nowtona,
left standing helpless liesido a jad 1 hors-- j

an 1 a broken cart I shoul 1 liko to know
what Brand would Lave done under tho cir-

cumstances
As for inn, 1 reflected for smiio liiinutra

ft flection in a sno storm is wear)' war k. I
reaonl, I litliove, logi.-allv-

, and at last
cam" to this decision: I would follow the
real. If, as 1 suji'ctel, it was but a cart
track, it would pr babiy soon lead to a hab-

itation of some kin I. Any way, I Lad
try a bit farther. I took h 1 1 of tin

wearieil horse, and with snow under my
feet, snow flakes w hil ling round mo. and a

L SIMM'S I

t no pi avest manner tin t iw knew t tio iri-in-

of that likune: s hud Monn'thin to do
with thn lisapjcaranv of ll.ss Ho, van. Tin
otlleer, who thought tho Nrtrait was tint of
a natural I ti-- d; lm InM ruction in
gnodfuith, although ho m mod greatly gar-prif-

when ho heard that Can i, ton knew
neither the namo nor tho in
fact, knew nothing coiictruiii the man who
wum to lw M'Uht for, However, na Canis-to-n

nunl him that finding. his man would
insure tin reward as much as if ho louud
Madeline, tho orllcer readily proniiso I to
combine the two ta-sk- littlo knowinis; wliat
waste of time any attempt to perform tho
latter must lo.

Two days after this Carriston came to ma
'I shall leave you tvvmorrow," ho said.
"Where are you going V I asked. "Why

do you leave!"'
"I am going to travel alout. I have do

intention of letting Ralph get hold of m.
Bo I mean to go from place to place until I
find Madeline. "

"Be careful," I urged.
"I shall be careful enough. I'll tako care

that no doctors, turgeons, or even anothd
carie gt oa my track. 1 bhall go just iu
th fit Stlzei me. If I can't y one day
where I shall b tho mxt. It w IU b In
posibl? for that villain to know."

This was not a 1 ad argument. In fact, il
ho carri'sl out Lis resolve of parsing quickly
from plaeu to placo I ill 1 not see how ho
could plan anything more likely t defeat
tho s with which we creditil hi
cousin. As to his finding Maduiuo by to
doing, that was another matter.

HLs idea sei ineil to bo that chance wonld
sooner or later bring him iu contact w ith
the man of his dieam. However, now that
the search had been intrusted to the projier
persons his own action in the matter w as not
worth troubling atiout. I gave him many
cautions. Ho was to lo qun t and guarded
In words and manner. He was not to con-vers-

with strangers. If ho found himself
dogged or watched by anyone he wns to
communicate at onco with mo. Ihit, above
all, I begged him not to yield again to hii
mental infirmity. Tho folly of a man who
could avoid it throwing himself into such a
state ought to lie apparent to him.

"Not oftiMier than I can help," was all tha

fromise
I could get from him. "liut seehs--

sometimes, or I shall die."
I l.ud now giveu upas hojK'less the combat

with Lis peculiar idiosyncrasy. So, with
many expressions f gratitu 1 j on hi part,
we bade each other farewell.

During his absenco ho wroto to r.in nearly
every day, so that I might know Lis

in case I Lai any news to c"mnuui
cate. Ih't I had noli". Tlw poiie-- ' fa;l 1 to
f.nd tho fainte--t e'ew. I Lad b ri ailed
upon by them c nco or twico in order tliat
tLfV might have every grain of iaformati n
I could give. I took the liU'i ty of advising
them not to wato their tiiao iu liMikiag for
tho man, as his very ei-,t.- n o was prol-- h

matica!. It was but a fancy f my
friend'!;, and rot worth thinking seriously
n I tout. I am not sure but what, after hear-

ing thi, they did not think the whole atfair
w as an imagined one, and so rclaxol their
til. r.

Onco or twico Carriston, lnpp 'nin to bo
in the neighl)rlul (.f London, cain- to s'o
me, and slept tho night at mv hous. Ho
h1m had do news to report. SStill, ho sec mod
Li as ever.

The wi-ek- went bv until Christmas was
over and the New Year ta'gun; but no sign,
word or trace of Madeline llowan. "I have
Foen her," wr-- C'arri t( n, "m veral ti:in-s- .

She is in tho same place unhappy, but not

Evidently hi LaIIu'. iuation were still ia
full force.

At f.M T ir.l.-i- 1 1 t hnt tin w!iol of th'n
tale should le to' .y mv-- ( lf; but upon ge'-tin- g

s far it str.i'a. cie that tii- - evi f

pilot her aetor w h . j.i a v d n iiim rtaat iart
mi ui tiraiaa hvk i rtaiti
to the rea l'-- r at tir--t a I of 8"Co;i lhan l,
so I wrote to my friend I'ick Tentou, of
rrenchay, Cdou e ter-lar- and l.r;:"l him,
if ho found himself capaHo l s doing, to
to put in simple narrative form his iinpro
sions f certain events w hich Lapji'ti- 'l in
January, 1S'.; events in whiehwo two wore
concern-- L Ho has lea pool enough to
comply with my request. His communica-
tion follow.

1'AllT TIIK Si:CUND.

(lOLTi 11V IUf HARO FEXTOV, OF ritExcnAT,
GLoVCZhTKHSttlKE, E.sgCIKE.

CHAPTER I.

As my old friend Phil r.ron I has asked me
to do thi, 1 suppo-- e I must. Brand is a
right good fellow and a clever f llow, but
has plenty of crotchets of his own. The worst
1 know of Lim is that ho insists upon having
his own way with With thovj who
d.lTer from him he is as ol stiiiat" i s a male.
Anyhow, he Las always hal his o-- way
with ino. This c.isti ni, so far a I am con-

cerned, coTiimencotl 3 cars ago, wlien we were
liys at school togetL'T, and I Lave never
be n able to shako ol? tho bad habit of giv-
ing in to him. He his promised to se that
my Que' ii's English is for, to
tell th truth, I am mere at homo across
country than across foolscap, and m fm-- g'

ts know the of tho rein or tho trigg3r
Ix'fer than that of the

All the samo 1 hoo ho won't tako to--j

many liberties with my stylo, bad though it
may bo; for oil Brand at times is apt to
get well, a bit prosy. To hear him on tho
subject of hard wcric and tho sanctity thero-o- f

approaches the sublimo!
What freak took mo to tho little Hod for-

saken village of Midcombe in the depth of
winter is entirely between myself and my
cocacicnce. Tho cause, having no bearing
Upon tho matters I am asked to tell you
about, is no one's business but mine 1 w ill
only say that now I would not staj in such
a pi ac at such a time of tho year for tho
snko of tho prettiest girl in the world, let
alone the bare c'aan co of meeting her once
or tw ice. But one's ideas change'j I am now
a gOsl bit older, ride some two stone
heavier, and havo been married ever so

many years. Perhaps, after all, as I look
tack I cau find somo excuso for Mich,

an ass as to en luro for more than a fort-

night all the discomforts hun pod upon mo in
that Jittl village inn.

A man who sojourns in such a holas Mi

give so m reason for doing so.
My ostensible reason was hunting. I had a
horse with me, and a second-rat- e subscript ion

of slow-goin- g mongrtls did meet some-
where in tho teighborh'Mxl, so no ono could
gainsay my explanation. But if hunting
ws m3 object, I got precious little of It. A

fw days after my arrival a bitter, biting
frost set in--- a frost as black as your hat, and
as hard as nails. Yet still I sta3'od on.

Prom privato information recoivod ni
matter how, when or wiWe I know that
some toot'lo in the neighborhood Lid organ
ICM a pnit v' K" niiiix uu n vimui ti.i
at I ilymere, a fine thoet of water some dis-
tance from Midcomlie, I guestel thatsomw
rm9 whom I jiarticularly deirel to nio-j- t

would Ikj tliero, and as the skating at Lily-iner- o

wns free to any ono who chose to tak
the trouble of getting to such an

place, I hirl a horso and an nl igy
for alog-car- t, and at 10 in the morning
tartod to lrive tlie twelvo mile to th

pond. I took no one with ins. I hal lon
to LiljniTo onco lfore, in bright nuinnier
weather, so fancied I know the way well
enough.

Tho sky when I started was cloudy; tha
wind wps chopping round in a war whicU

MIS D

ALMA, MICH., in the rooms rooms recently vaeatcl by tlu Stuttz
Furniture Co., are offering for sale the largest ami

best sehettal stuck of

TO ADVERTISERS.
Tl'c l!r Is i t t 1m- l. -- t fur

h J fi tiMi iii i i i ..I ."t r..unty.TiiiK ii w lciiue
Mit r to marlv ri v hone- in thi- - nirt of the

mi i it v hi. I tio ns adjoin nor, I nit to liiMire
t ln kiiiii' w. i U. ii' I ritisi incut sin hi ill

b handed in nut l.iK T than Wednesday in'Oii.

Harriston's Gift:
r.v

HUCUl CONWAY.
(CtlM IXl'KH )

(Mii n:ivtni:i;: to iucilitato that diacovtry.
.A cam I iir 'l him to intrut tha who! a .(.
iiur u till? 'i i iff. aiim He iviuiea to ua

i, a Miii that ho win not imita roadf.
Heady for vj.atl wondjiedl

I mc.-- t e if ii: i t . of i:iy affection for
Cnrri-- : ;i. I ! 1' iv i : 1 to 1'hIk'I against
the cou:-- - nl. mc.tt.-r- iro taking. I

uiattT--i f f.nt medical man;
Ui'.:r. :ny v, .i k 1. tin I sr. of my ability,
tin! . "!-- . u 'i 'Lit wml; was done that
lay i f 1 idi-a- ld b n freo from
v.orry :.t: I earn as '.Me. With CarrU-tou'- a

nls.ut .v ral oi.xlurbiag dements
entered into ley i; :i t ;!'.

I i t ':.:! !i ';.!: Iv irul'dy or innocent
of tl.' i t.:i r !;:.ary crime w lm-- his cousin
lai i fit h;s J - r, J t c i t'iin that ho was
rnxiou to !:..; 'i i I'ii n i f the mirv
I o-- I l:: :: ti 's :.-. n. Jt would suit his

i t, . !.i j !:.! i to l fro veil mad. I
n it - ' ti it w:iif the capturo was

lrail." i :'". I f! lilx ration woull
L! a lil ltii l' o.' ilLy.i'uhy, SO loilij 81
Ia it u '1m ' rr.. :it tate of mind ; so
I. as 1. a .! '...! f m in n starvdiu, ctnill
i;. ; it : . i'n I'i'st an 1 kv,m' to his

m:i:;y ::: :i:y iii I : 1 wjis always with
Lit,-t!- i '.v. a ! :ha: any li;rthor shock would
o i' I :! . :i it' miud.

it x. , tL.it r w.--y that C'an iston
w.ii i ,:t i i:,v s v. liau.'Lt With anx-- i

- ii i; !i l.r r. was really as un-.'- .:

".;! i: : .y !: i .1 s :; ;ios.-d- ; if ho had
re:.',.). : ; ... 't j r liahlf, suboriu'd
iuv ; .i": I.' ! ly otne crafty trick
(I;., i t It al i ; . ; ! at .1, au l souhj day

!.;! .i I ... su.'l t'a I C'arriston liivl
i .. i. l.i ii a cui 1 foresaw

ti'. ... :; t I

; , ail ti.t ha I f iccurrc 1, it
m r. j ... .1 :. 1 c .ii 1 tlo to l'!i"vo that
(.' in ; I :i 1. '. ;:.; i. il i'Nt who
I I. w .:... !. v.vull Lavo giwu tho
M'.-- il ' ; , :. i.. a.

Ai. r !.... 1..'- - i joi-.s ml halliKin-j- .
' v '; i c : t w hicii tlicy de- -

! i' !! i ' 1' a !.. i i v ho was madly,
; . y ' v. i a woman, a'id ho
l- i i ... v:.i. ntrMitw

i: i ;:'.t, :tn:i Cawr
-- ;. ' ' J "i - Jay aJt-- r day jass with

.: i
' - -- .i i :! i t..w.ird Hading her,

v : ; .i c vi.'..'iicc f insan-I'- y.

, i v . ..1 1 ;;t t iitv haOSct all
ii- -' :: .:: ::. ,i- :;..:! w o. k.

- ; .' .;' I ! i ii ( 'arristi .n ol
I.- :. i .i i .I' i.!:n ouM make out
! : i . i.. a :'.t or. 1'iit of idl,
t: - ! :. T!;.! .f t h.'d. fciidanf.

'.,-;..:.; ; ' .." ; tiiidi r a fal
J : a- i a."' ntiy nlii'U- -

! i : i i ; ft. t ki:iMnnn;
t '. . : i l;:i of
! I '.'.!. i t Lim a re-

' i :i : at ail untnM to
'' i. v.J i,i i. Mad-I- no IlowHii-

i i.oa v. i. ii la.ui im
aa.i::a: ion, Jtaljb

i i
i i I a : ia.-- '. an-- 1 knw

o. :. .:: i r. lay l'ri-in- miht
; .' 1' d -- .. i i , ;.vs y.'.-irs-

, if not his
: s: fco i was anx- -

li '.. , r '. ;. r. ;;.
Ac i : :::.x'' ;:. to

' w I... I. ; , ;. ( ',u ; ,;i's account,
! t'j ; f M; (Jruntin for

t ::;,;.: .(.:; li.a; I'airL-tou'- s absurd
ri i. ,.. :i. ,i iw.ii i. i . ihiiiy harm had am yet

' m '"'ii-- : v a t::.-- , 1 (Al .suro that sho,
w Mi a- r . .;r.-. Iv ?.:) it iv i:atur, must
f tl.-- ';;. rat .on J'roai hT loyr as much
r o i ! l'. it l!i.' M t aiation from her.
U.rv . : : : c I t! i to comfort myself

( ;;n--t- i'i d to iuado mys-l-

''at a ou.i ' v, . c .;M not in our day
I i" t a av- - t!i..; ii. had j;nni by h--

,i.-- v. ,d M.at 'I.' was n man who
! i at i'. v.-i h :;r Iit af-- i

i I'.u n-t- - n. J'at I could not
!:-- .

- .:' to i ii.is. So i wu
' . t h rc-- of a

.. i in t! 1 , f h(.r own freo
w I', ..! :. i;.'.: I...v.' takva her
'a i; o .: ; was a coiael

..! a - w. I nt, Italph'.s
" : t K iloh iiiU.il ln3 tli.) j rime

i..--
.. i i i :.

:. ;., .. s M.ca a deduction
' ' 1 .'. v .; tint Ccrriston waa

i. ' ! ' ai I clearics up the
1 a ', , - v.; ! .ai .a so iyitif. AlU-- r

i ' . I was at wcrk. At
tj I 1 i :.'. lost all I'utioiiCsj

! " y - ' 'f in Lis ro':m, out ft
- . r- l to." thn-- davs.

!'.''' . ; ".:,' a laro and
Li.;ssu:iaa .t:iv. ia hi, imaginary uau.

. - ' 'i.
. - ' -v S 1

7'T CO),;; '. 'c i a of hi imaginary
Ji'ta.

I'i.i 1. i r hotcraj.h r','I 'i'i i"l !"u..l hun Ire 1 ftnall photo-.:- :.

),.., T i". t"l- j I as fmii as "- -

Tin r i..'. ia... ii j
t i t l whiidi Jin li id

fivi :i jr." i :' 1 .i - if i.l creation w as pi Inte 1

o fi ' t f !i v. As s'f.n ti tho
I'.r t ! 't. '. ( f t!. j ioa . jliotoi nj.h1, w n

a", i .;. , to !;, ;...t j y li did w hat h
sh'-'J-'- 1 ' . (i ':iy yMM tomy
r. i put l!n i..it: r int ) tho hands

1 v. ; i I t i r. ti.r.t in pi rin dtiih
r'r w'.: i I I . 1. . sa. 1 notliiiie nln.ut
ivn ii'.vi mii..-..--

, ... cm rvnipB
fan :"s ; r. ai !,--

. Ji did ind l o.TtT
m. r' - ;i 1! - 1. u,;- l for t lie discovery
rf tin r ! s i '. r.nd, mcreover, Rave tha
c llii-- r i:i liai i t th" ae a pa kft of pho
toiai'La of las j.hautoui luan. Ulliuz huu ia

.TUBAL(1

Inclu'lint: a Iartze assortment of the justly celebrated

BRYAN & SOUTH BEND PLOWS

fell forivard into the finug.
xso answ-- r enmo to my nrst summons. It

was only aft r a scond and more imperative
application of my he 1 that the door deigned
to give way a few inches. Through the

aierturo a woman's oico ask oil who was
there.

"I't mo in." I said. "I have mlssM my
way to Midcomb". My horso has fallen.
You imi 't givo mo shelter for the night.
Ojk u 1 ho door and let me in.n

"Shelu-r- You can't get sheltered her
nnitor." said a man's eruiT voice. "Tliis
b.uh.1. nui, o juuu lssi. re on ana go
tlMw here."

"But 1 must como ln,n I said, astounded at
nieh inh..-pitalit- "I can't go a step further.
UiK n the do. r at o:iv!''

i oa m, ortuge t," said tho man. "'Tis
tiy house, not yours."'

"But, you foid, I mean ti paj-
- you well f r

yi ur triuble. Don't you know it means
ihat'i wandering about on such a nigLt
aw this? L t me in!"'

"You won't como in here," was tho brutal
an 1 lioori.di reply. Tho door clos ,1.

TLat I was enraged at such incivility may
be easily imagined; but if I said I was
thoroughly frightened I Udievo uo ouo wouul
be sarprisfd As gttinir Into tu.k houso

' meant simply lifo or death to mo. into that
LoiiHO I determined to get, l3' door or w in--

dow, by fair nnans or b' toul. So, as tho
d xt cli d 1 Lurlod myself against it w ith
all the m. glit I could muster. Although I
ride much heavier now thau I did then, all

in)' weight at that timo was bono and mus--i
ch The violeneo of my attack tore from
the lintel the staple which held tho chain;
the door wa nt back with a bang, and I fell
forward into tho house, fully resolved to

btuy there wL-th- cr welcome or unwelcome.

CHAPTER II.
The door through w hich I had burst liko a

l attering-ra- peiied straight into a sort of
kitchen, mi although 1 entered in a mot

way, in fact on my Lands and
km-es- , I was well established iu tho center
of tho room before tho man and woman

emerged from tho door, wlnro my
successful assault had thrown them. I
ttood up and faced them. They were a
couple cf ordinary, respectably-attire- d

country people. The man, a sturdy, strong-buil- t,

d ra-ea- l, stood scowling at
mo, and I conclude 1 making up his mind as
to what course to pursue.

"My good i?"ple," I said, "you are
in tho most unheard-o- manner.

Can't you understand that I mean to pay
you well for any trouble I give you I But
whether you liko it or not, here I stay to
night. To turn me out would bo sheer mur-

der."
So saying I pull-- d off my overcoat and

began shaking tho snow out of my whisker.
Idaro say my determined attitude, my re-

spectable, a, well as my muscular apjenr-unoc- ,

impressed my unwilling hosts. Any-

way, they gave in without more ado. While
tho" woman shut the dm r, thiough which tho
mow flakes were whirling, the man said sul-

lenly ;
"Well, you'll havo to spend the night on a

chair. We've no Uls hero for stringers,
'bp jeia'.ly those as ain't wantM."

"ery well, my f rien U Having settled
the matter you may a well make yourself
pleasant. Uo an 1 put my horso under cover,
and pive him a feed cf soui) sort make a
laash if you can."

After giving tho woman a quick glaneo, as
of warning, my scowling host lit a horn lan-

tern an 1 went on tho errand I sugg'"-ted-
. I

gladly sank into a chair and warmed myself
before a cheerful fire. Th" prospect of spend-

ing the night amid such disn mfort was not

alluring, but I hal, at least, a r"f over my
Loud.
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Don t forget the place.
and Blue Ticket Sales

Undoubtedly the best plows m ue to-da- We aKo handle the Jackson
and Harrison Watrns; Carriages, Uu'gies, Koad Carts'and Sjirint,'
Wagons; the Milwaukee Hinder, the liurht t running binder in the
market; Walter A. Wood Improved Hod, Whit anl Him- Mow-

ing Machine; Harrows of all kind-- , the Star Wheel Hay Hake,
Wood Double Action Force Hump, the Farmers' Favorite I h ill,

the best drill in tl o market. Hepaiis for m arly ill kind of tools,
and what we do n any, and you are in need of any such, brin us

the number and we will order them for you and p t them promptly.

Call and examine our stock.
EK BROS.

Others Lead and we want You to Follow the crowd to

MILL

f

Every week. Every

ii.ii mi i miTi

Every Wednesday.
Red

Article a Big Bargain
Continue 30 Days Longer.

POLLASKY BROTHERS.


